[bookmark: _VV0][bookmark: _VV14M]Fairmilehead Community Council Ordinary Meeting held on Tuesday 3 June 2025 at 7pm, Caiystane Hall, Fairmilehead Parish Church Halls, 1 Frogston Road West, EH10 7AA.
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Present: Dennis Williams (Chair); Barbara Dick (Treasurer/Buckstone Association); Gillian Holmes (Minutes Secretary/Planning Officer); Stella Thomson (Engagement and Inclusion Officer); Amanda Dovesi.

Ex Officio: Councillor Jason Rust (Ward 8)
PC Nicola Goodall and PC Jack Denwood, Edinburgh South West Community               Police Team.

Mike Wilson:  Editor, the Fairmile, www.thefairmile.substack.com. Also Build Edinburgh, www.buildedinburgh.substack.com. 

11 members of the public

Apologies:  Ian Murray MP; Councillor Neil Cuthbert; Councillor Conor Savage; Councillor Ben Parker; Colin Anderson (Secretary); Jamie Adams; Norrie McLeod; Brian Ralph.


1.Police Report
PC Denwood addressed 3 main topics pertaining to the Fairmilehead area:
· Fairmilehead Park. Problems with youths congregating, anti-social behaviour and drug use within the park have been occurring. Any incidents should be reported on telephone number: 111.
· Speeding on Frogston Road West. Regular monitoring is taking place.
· Stolen vehicles recovered on Winton Loan. Recently 2 high performance vehicles have been recovered from Winton Loan. They had been stolen and left in the Loan to be collected at some later point. Residents were advised to watch for unusual vehicle activity such as unknown cars being parked in quiet streets for a period of time. Any cause for suspicion should again be reported on telephone number: 111.

The question was asked why so many speed cameras around Edinburgh have covers over them indicating they are not in use. PC Denwood stated that this would have been a decision taken by the Council rather than the Police. Councillor Rust thought it may possibly be related to new traffic 30 mph speed restrictions requiring the cameras to be recalibrated. However, he will follow up with the Council. 


2.Minute Of Meeting Held on Tuesday 6 May 2025.
These were approved by the meeting.

Proposed:	Ian Vandepeear
Seconded:	Barbara Dick


3.Matters Arising
Walkabout in FCC area: to be attended by Councillors, Council Officers, and FCC members. Date to be arranged but potentially taking place in early Autumn.  Suggestions for topics to be reviewed included traffic issues, repeated blocking of gullies such as in Pentland Crescent, and the condition of local roads. Dissatisfaction with the use of “top dressing” of surfaces was expressed. For example, Mounthooly Loan was re-laid using this method in 2018 and the surface has now disintegrated. The same applies in Comiston View. 

Community Council Elections. Portobello Community Council failed to receive sufficient nominations in the recent Community Council Elections. A petition has now been launched in the hope of receiving sufficient signatories to enable the Council to call for a third round of nominations.

Community Council Administrative Allowance. The Council has issued information on how the administration costs allocated to community councils is calculated. A base sum of £522 per annum is supplemented by an additional payment of two pence per resident within the community council area. A further amount of up to £150 for accommodation costs is also available.

 
4.Correspondence and Report by Secretary
Information Bulletin. Issued 22 May 2025.

Substack – delighted to advise that subscription to the FCC substack is now over 160. It is currently issued fortnightly and contains information and news relevant to local residents. Please encourage friends and neighbours to subscribe for free at: thefairmile.substack.com. FCC is grateful to Mike Wilson for setting up and running the substack.

Community Council Induction Events. Colin and Amanda attended an in-person event held at the City Chambers on Monday 12 May 2025. Jamie attended an on-line induction event held the following evening on 13 May 2025.


5.Local Place Plan for Fairmilehead
The second meeting of the sub-committee took place on Monday, 19 May 2025. Anna Grant, Team Manager, Development Planning Place Directorate at the Council attended. Anna advised keeping an LPP brief, pertinent and to the point. She also advised that any suggestions contained within it should relate to planning matters and should be both reasonable and achievable. The most important aspect of the LPP is that it must demonstrate engagement with the local community as the purpose is to encourage local involvement in the preparation of City Plan 2040.  City Plan 2040 will apply to the period 2030 – 2040. The first engagement exercise for FCC will be a questionnaire asking for residents’ views on the good and not so good aspects of the area, plus ideas for any future developments. The date of launch is still to be decided but might be in early Autumn when FCC resumes following the summer break over July and August. 

Amanda is currently speaking to some local landowners regarding potential funding for the development of the LPP. Costs involved may include hiring of halls for engagement exercises; fees for host sites for questionnaires; some limited printing of the finished document.


6.Scottish Water Office Building
No update regarding the sale of the building. 

Councillor Rust received the following regarding the trees within the site advising that Scottish Water:
“don’t have a woodland management plan for our Fairmilehead Office site, as far as I can tell. When we applied for tree felling in 2020, we had a Felling Permission from Scottish Forestry in relation to the woodland area around the office. This included a replanting plan which I’ve found a link for here: 
SW Fairmilehead replanting plan - 2020.”

UPDATE: when checking the Council website regarding trees preservation orders (TPO’s), Barbara discovered that there is a “Milestone” within the site. It is intended to request that at least some of the trees be placed under TPO’s. 



7.Planters at Buckstone Primary
Councillor Rust received the following confirmation that the planters are to be removed at the end of the current school term:
 “given the issues with vehicles bumping up onto the pavement and parking up against the planter at the junction of Buckstone Close we would be happy to move the planters at the end of term.  If the school confirms they are able to take them, we can arrange removal to anywhere accessible with a truck with a hi-ab crane on the back.”

	
8.Planning and Environment
Kaimes Renewable Energy Park, Proposed Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), Ref 24/01489/FUL.
This was a proposal for a battery storage facility with access, landscaping, and associated works at Burdiehouse, adjacent to the existing substation. It was presented to the Development Management Sub-Committee (DMC) on Wednesday, 28th May 2025. The DMC members unanimously accepted the recommendation of the Planning Officer and voted to REFUSE the application.  In brief, the applicant had failed to show sufficient grounds for placing the development on the Greenbelt which is subject to severe planning restrictions. Additionally, other more suitable Brownfield sites had not been considered by the applicant.

Proposed Hotel Development Cameron Toll Shopping Centre, 6 Lady Road, Ref 22/03151/FUL
This was also presented to the DMC on the 28 May 2025 and after a lengthy discussion was GRANTED. Concerns had included the effects on traffic and possible loss of privacy and upset to pupils at the adjacent Dunedin School. However, as the site is within an existing commercial area with very good transport links, it was felt that the economic benefits justified approval.


9.Transport and Environment
Traffic Lights at the 3-way junction at Hillend.
Transport Scotland continues to work with Yunex Traffic to improve the sequencing of the lights and ease traffic build up. Those using the No15 bus have experienced long delays resulting from the length of time it is taking the bus to move between Hillend and Fairmilehead due to the lights. It is hoped that further improvements will ease this situation. Clearer signage on the approach to the lights from the A702 heading into Edinburgh is also required to avoid coming around, what is a blind bend, into an unexpected tailback.
However, despite these issues, local residents feel that the lights have improved road safety for those living in the immediate area.

Proposed route for the A701 Relief Road and the A702 Link Road
A drop-in event showing the amended route was held in Bilston Primary School on Thursday 15 May 2022. Attended by Gill, it was clear that strong local opposition to the route which will link the Straiton junction with the A702 exists. Comment on the proposed route closed on 30 May and is to be followed by another drop-in event in June. Details of the proposed route can be found at: https://ow.ly/Jpni50VTOy3 .

Local ETRO’s 
3 ETRO’s affecting Braid Road, Comiston Road and the Braids Quiet Route are soon to expire. As yet no date for new ETRO’s, including proposals to extend operating hours of the Bus Lane at Buckstone Terrace, has been given. Councillor Rust will follow up.

Duddingston
Duddingston Low Road and footpath is closed to all users due to the risk of rock fall. This closure is ongoing until further notice. The High Road will be closed to vehicles on Thursday 12 June. 

Traffic Issues Fairmilehead
Colin Anderson had circulated a detailed note on some of the current traffic issues being experienced within the area. A number of comments were made:
· Fairmilehead Crossroads. Concern exists regarding the safety of the current arrangement. Drivers are being forced to ignore the Bus Lane.  Those who wait until the end of the Bus Lane before crossing to the left-hand lane, to turn into Frogston Road West, are most often prevented from moving left. Motorists must force their way into the lane. A collision seems the inevitable outcome.
· The lack of a camera to enforce the Bus Lane was questioned. Councillor Rust advised that the Council must seek approval of the Scottish Government before a system can be brought into use. 
· Previously the Council had advised that it would not be possible to introduce a right-hand filter for those turning right onto Oxgangs Road North. Barbara raised the possibility of the introduction of a Yellow Box to aid the traffic flow, an idea welcomed by those present.
· Braid Hills Road. Cyclists felt to be at risk despite having the right-of-way. Drivers can be aggressive.
· Bollards – unclear if the use of bollards has increased safety for either cars or cyclists.
· City Mobility Plan had included a scheme to close both the Mound and North Bridge to traffic. In addition, traffic moving from the North to the South of the city was to be directed along a route from Lothian Road, via Morningside Road to Lothianburn. Fairmilehead would be subject to immense traffic pressure. Mike Wilson advised that at the last Transport and Environment Committee Meeting, some measures contained in the Mobility Plan had been paused. Councillor Rust will ask for a timetable for when measures will be introduced.


10.Councillors’ Reports
Copies of Councillor Rust’s report were made available at the meeting. 

In addition to his Report, Councillor Rust said he will now follow up on the following:
· Liaise with Colin and Council Officers to arrange a walkabout.
· Plans regarding extension of the Bus Lane hours at Buckstone Terrace.
· Enquire about the use of a camera at the Bus Lane and ask why several cameras are clearly not in use.
· Ask about plans for Mounthooly Loan given the road surface condition.
· Ask that the Yellow Lines at Buckstone Gardens/Terrace be repainted.


11.AOCB
Braidburn Valley Park
Tea in the Park – Saturday August 30, 2025, 12:30 – 2:30pm.
Promises of dog, duck races and much else. Please attend and show your support.

Community Grants Fund
Stella advised that grants are available locally through both the Morningside and Pentland Community Grants Fund. Amounts up to £5000 can be awarded for local projects which seek to benefit the community. Past recipients have included sports projects and a carer’s group.  Stella is a member of the Morningside Panel representing the FCC and Jamie is the FCC representative on the Pentlands Panel. The fund will reopen for applications in September 2025. More information can be found on the Councils website at: www.edinburgh.gov.uk. 

Morningside Road – Hotel development in old post office site.
Councillor Rust confirmed that the hotel development on this site will involve temporary lights being placed on Morningside Road. It is anticipated that they will be in situ for approximately 18 months.
UPDATE: On 25 June, Councillor Rust, was advised that there will be minimum disruption over the coming few weeks, with a footway closed due to works but pedestrian access maintained without disruption to the two-way traffic flow. 
Further meetings and discussions will take place in August and Councillor Rust will be kept updated. Nothing else should be undertaken during the Edinburgh Festival period.


12.Date Of Next Meeting
Tuesday 3 September 2025



No FCC Meeting in July or August.

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DEVELOPMENTS WITH THE SCOTTISH WATER BUIDING A SPECIAL MEETING MAY BE CALLED.
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